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Sahale welcomed 170 
permaculture practitioners 
from the northwest and 
Canada to Sahale for a 
weekend of learning and 
sharing.  Continued, page 2             

   This Permaculture Logo: 
the great oval of the design 
represents the egg of life; 
that quantity of life which 
cannot be created or 
destroyed, but from within 
which all things that live are 
expressed. Within the egg is 
coiled the rainbow snake, the 
Earth-shaper of Australian & 
American aboriginal peoples. 
     Within the body of the 
Rainbow Serpent is contained 
the Tree of Life, which itself 
expresses the general pattern 
of life forms. Its roots are in 
earth, & its crown in rain, 
sunlight & wind. Elemental 
forces & flows shown 
external to the oval represent 
the physical environment, the 
sun & the matter from which 
life on earth is formed. The 
whole cycle & form is 
dedicated to the complexity  
 of life on Earth.' 

        
Permaculture is indeed a 
whole systems approach to 
the interaction of humans 
and the natural world. Last 
September 18 to 20, 2009,  
             

to implement sustainable 
systems in harmony with the 
natural world.  Course 
instructors are Larry Korn, 
Marisha Auerbach, and Laura 

Sweany. Guest instructors 
include Mike Broli , John 
Hendrickson, and John 
Hoff.  

There will be a two-week, 
residential, intensive course 
for the Pacific Northwest on 
February 12 - 28, 2010.  The 
course will teach 
permaculture design 
principles and a methodology 
which can be applied to any 
environment, rural or urban. 

If you are interested in 
increasing food production 
and local resilience in your 
community and bioregion, 
this course is for you.  
Through lecture, discussion, 
observation, field trips and 
hands on activities, students 
will develop skills necessary 
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The course fee is $800 plus 
$195  - $450 , depending on 
accommodations for room  
and board.  
 
For more information : 
www.sahalepermaculture.com  

 

                

 Relax                                   Retreat                                  Restore       

Winter 2009 
Colette Hoff, Editor 
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    It was truly extraordinary to see 
how, with organization and goodwill, 
everyone could be accommodated, fed, 
housed, and many special needs met.   
     
   A rich smorgasbord of workshops were 
offered by experts in a variety of fields, 
including: how to build a fuel-efficient 
Rocket Stove,  local currencies, Ecovillage 

     Sahale has benefitted from this 
gathering of experts including 
suggestions for further development. It is 
important to the Goodenough 
Community to support permaculture 
contributions to our society. 
 

 

Design, how to raise goats,  forest garden 
systems,  green building techniques and 
planning,  with many workshops 
including hands-on demonstrations and 
lively discussions.  The permaculture 
environment encourages networking and 
informal conversation as a method of 
learning and sharing successes as well as 
failures.   

Our New Tractor 

By Jim Tocher 
    I am happy to announce the arrival of 
our new baby at Sahale (if a 3,000 pound 
piece of rugged orange equipment can 
be called a baby). We have replaced our 
15 year old Kubota tractor (with a blown 
engine) with a brand new Kubota B2920, 
complete with bucket loader and back-
hoe.  
     The price was the best one around for 

a B2920 and Kubota was offering zero 
down and zero percent interest financing 
for 5 years. That meant our outlay will be 
a little less than $400 per month for the 
next 60 months.  
    Several of us knew that in order to 
develop our EcoVillage, we had to have a 
somewhat larger and much more reliable 
tractor. Now we have one, so bring on 
the EcoVillage at  Sahale!  

Art at Sahale: A Studio and Landscape for Artists 

Permaculture Convergence Continued from page 1 
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Tupshin: The Weavery  
The Weavery is a workshop studio and 
outdoor space available for artistic re-
treats, workshops, and classes. Sur-
rounded by 68 acres of natural beauty, 
the Weavery is part of Sahale Learning 
Center and offers a rich environment to 
nurture the creative spirit.  Gardens, or-
chards, river and stream, native plant 
restoration, and wilderness provide nu-
merous places for reflection and inspira-
tion and a broad array of subject matter 
for the plein air artist.    
   

The Workshop Studio 
   The Workshop Studio is a dedicated 
space for fiber arts and fine arts. The 
studio is approximately 500 square feet, 
with good lighting and plenty of electrical 
outlets.  It is designed to accommodate 
groups of about 10 people for quilting, 
other fiber arts , crafts, and fine art. Ad-
ditional space is available on the second 
floor of this two-story building as well as 
an attached covered outdoor area.    Us-
ing  Chinook jargon, the Weavery is 
called tupshin, which means needle.  
There is an advertisement on page 6. 

 

A Kubota tractor  

Plein air: gardens, orchards, river and 

stream, and wilderness.  



The mission  of Sahale Learning Center is to provide sanctuary, relationship, and 

learning experiences for the people; and, sustainability for the land  which 

lives up to the meaning of its Chinook name, SahaleñHeaven on Earth! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

Yes, Apples! 

  

Our abundant apple harvest yielded 
29 gallons of cider and over 3 gallons 
of applesauce. The sound of chopping 
apples and the whirr of the cider press 
was heard throughout the weekend of 
Nov. 6 to 8, 2009.  Thanks to all of the 

39 people who participated in a wonderful 
experience of community in action!    
     In the words of one participant, Linda 
aŀǊǘƛƴΥ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊϥǎ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ŀǘ {ŀπ
hale was more than I could have hoped for. 
One of my goals was to learn the process of 
making applesauce. In addition to the physi-
cal steps of cleaning, sorting, cutting, cook-
ing, mashing, and spicing the apples, 
there was the added pleasure of sharing the 
work with other attendees. What fun to 
meet new and old friends, and share stories 
and feelings while accomplishing so much! 
As we cut apples, I thought of all who had 
gathered the fruit, the people who were 
outside running the cider press, and those 
who sterilized all the tops and bottles. It 
takes a village to make applesauce!ò 

A hay ride was enjoyed by all!  

A Successful Harvest Weekend     Save the date for next year Nov. 5 to 7 

 

Mission Statement  

 

   This annual event will continue (Nov. 5 to 7, 2010)  to be sponsored by the Cultural Programs of the Goodenough  
Community. Always open to the public, each cultural program with its specific focus, provides a nutritious learning en-
vironment for men, women, couples, and families throughout the year. For more information, visit 
www.goodenough.org . 

               Jim Tocher and Sophie Hoff  


