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Mary Colette Hoff 
Celebrating a Life: Remembering Colette 
On Sunday, May 29th we celebrated Colette’s life 

with 100+ friends at Sahale. It was wonderful to 

see so many friends, some from long ago all the 

way to people who just met Colette this year. We 

scattered ashes at various places around Sahale – 

some of Colette’s most favorite spots. We 

gathered under the grieving tree in the meadow 

to hear songs, poems, memories of Colette. We 

laughed and cried. I was sitting near the front and 

every time I turned around to look behind me I 

saw yet another longtime friend who had arrived. 

There are many memories of this day and we will 

be sharing more in the next few Village Views. I particularly enjoyed hearing Tim Manion sing the 

Quaker Hymm and Oh Mystery. Oh Mystery, a Missa Gaia song, is one of Colette’s favorite songs. 

I like the line “I feel you all around.” It felt that Colette was not that far away, walking on the land 

perhaps, enjoying the celebration we created in her honor. 

 

 

Coming Up— 

o Intergenerational Team for Lab, June 3 - 5 

o General Circle, June 6, 7pm 

o Tent-Raising at Sahale, June 10 – 12 

o Human Relations Lab, August 7-13 

 

 

Online News of the Goodenough Community System 

www.goodenough.org 

American Association for the 

Furtherance of Community 

Convocation: A Church and Ministry / Mandala Resources, Inc. 

Sahale Learning Center / The EcoVillage at Sahale  
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I appreciated hearing from Hollis Guill Ryan, Norm Peck and Richard Kenagy about how Colette 

was a friend and guide to men and woman alike. The following are Hollis’s words from a woman’s 

perspective, spoken at the event: 

 

These are the words of John Hoff. He described Colette as a woman who lived out her 
life – clean, pure, and true – a loving woman of steadfast integrity, dependability and 
courage. 
Yes, Colette was all this. And at her core, she was a WOMAN.  
 
Colette was a daughter, a sister, a wife, a mother, a grandmother. She was a leader, a 
teacher, a student and a scholar. She was a therapist, a friend and lover, a manager 
and a supervisor, a spiritual guide. She knew how to do things and how to get things 
done. and She loved freely and made love – created love – around her. 
  
And at her heart, she was a woman. 
 
In all that she did, WHO she was glowed brightly. Her connection with the Divine 
Feminine shaped her approach to life, to relationships, to men, to women, to children. 
She wasn’t one to preach. Instead, she taught from living, relating, living from her 
heart. 
 
Her courage and her remarkable strength came from her feminine soul. And, yes, she 
was courageous. Imagine, for example, her asking her husband, John Hoff – a 
charismatic and forceful spirit himself – to be her spiritual director. Many of us seek 
spiritual direction – many of us took direction from John – but we got to go home 
afterward! 
 
Instead, Colette chose a path that required her to live 24 hours a day in a marital 
relationship with her spiritual director, sorting out for herself what was spiritual 
wisdom and what was husbandly rumination, what was a marital spat and what was a 
spiritual lesson. Faced with a strong masculine spirit in daily life, she never lost touch 
with her Feminine Guide. Eventually she came to see her marriage as spiritual 
direction, not separate from it.  
 
Colette studied feminine psychology and pathwork, growing herself into deeper 
knowledge and wisdom which she generously shared with women and with men. She 
was ever seeking to augment her own understanding of herself as a womanly spirit – 
or as a spirited woman – and lived from that knowledge. It was from her womanly 
heart that she initiated the Goodenough Community’s women’s program and guided 
women in their own growth. She ardently believed in equality between men and 
women and just as ardently believed in and celebrated innate differences between 
women and men. Teaching love, she deplored patriarchy, believing that both women 
and men suffered as a result of that system. And she firmly believed that, yes, men 
abused women BUT she taught us women how we mistreated men. Colette loved men, 
respected and honored them, and taught by her example. 
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Honoring the Children's Fairy Garden 
created by Colette 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Delicious dinner, conversation 
and continuing to tell stories 
about Colette. 
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“Remember Me” by Margaret Mead  

To the living, I am gone,  

To the sorrowful, I will never return,  

To the angry, I was cheated,  

But to the happy, I am at peace, And to the faithful, I have never left.  

 

I cannot speak, but I can listen.  

I cannot be seen, but I can be heard.  

So as you stand upon a shore gazing at a beautiful sea,  

As you look upon a flower and admire its simplicity,  

Remember me.  

 

Remember me in your heart:  

Your thoughts, and your memories,  

Of the times we loved,  

The times we cried,  

The times we fought, 

The times we laughed. 

 

For if you always think of me, I will never have gone  
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Annual White Event Tent Raising 
Norm Peck 
ou are invited to an inclusive, all-hands weekend of Service at Sahale on June 10, 11 & 12. Each 
year in late May or early June, a group of Goodenough Community members and friends gather 
to put up the 40-foot by 60-foot event tent. Because it’s a big tent, it’s a big deal. Many hands 
make it light work and good shared time together. Through the summer, the tent will host 

many gatherings, as well as our Human 
Relations Laboratory in August. We will 
gather again in October to take down, 
clean and carefully store the tent fabric 
cover, aluminum frame and dance floor 
deck panels. In addition to help with 
installing the dance floor, tent frame and 
fabric placement and power and lighting 
setup, help in support roles such as 
kitchen/meal preparation and even music 
to share are always welcome. The Men’s 
Culture of the Goodenough Community 
will provide leadership for the service 
weekend, and the Men’s Circle will meet at  
times for planning, check-in and evaluation purposes. The service opportunity is not intended to 
be limited to men only, rather to be open to anyone wanting to be of service to and together as 
a community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Mindful Mike’s Blog:  Closure 

       Mike deAnguera 
 
     Why did we hold a memorial for Colette Hoff last weekend?  It was like a 
funeral in that her ashes were scattered in various locations such as the Cedar 
Grove.  As my brother Paul pointed out many years ago during our mother’s 

funeral, the memorial is not for the departed but for those left behind.  It is how we can achieve 
closure by honoring the deceased.   

Y 
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      My family did not hold a funeral for my dad Earl because he didn’t want one.  But we didn’t 
achieve the closure needed and I don’t think we properly honored him.  Parents have some of the 
most difficult jobs on the planet raising us kids and I certainly took them for granted when I was 
young. 
     We are not taking Colette for granted.  She and John did huge work in all of our lives.  When I 
saw the vast number of people in attendance I realized she touched every one of them.  That’s 
quite an impact.  A revolutionary one politics will never achieve. 
     John and Colette created a space where we could be free to be ourselves.  Something society 
and nuclear families were unable to do in our lives. 

     We began with Drai Schindler calling the four directions with her 
conch.      This helped to open the ritual circle for our ceremony.  
Then people began streaming over to the Grieving Tree where 
chairs and an altar were set up. 
      Well over a hundred people 
attended including some I have 
not seen for over a decade.  I 
was glad to see Richard Kenagy 
and Norm Peck speak up for 
the work Colette did for the 
men. 
    We also saw Beaver Chief’s 
brother George Jamison as well 

as his son Fred, our Lummi friends.  They represent the 
connections John and Colette’s work has with the tribal 
world.  It is good to see our work recognized by the local 
tribal people who consider us family. 
      Family.  We all need family.  For me the Goodenough 
family is a way to mend the broken isolated life I led for 
many years.  It is a family that is so much larger than the 
nuclear family.   
     I have tried to stay in touch with my own family but this is an intentional family not one of 
birth.  We are reinventing what it means to be family.  This is something I have never experienced 
anywhere else not even in church.  There is so much an intentional family can do that simply is 
not possible for a nuclear family.  This is the proper place to appreciate the mystery of birth and 
death. 
     I will keep the brochure of Colette’s memorial because it reminds me of the presence of her in 
my life.  Though she is no longer in a mortal body she is still here with us and we can talk to her 
anytime we want to.  Her mind is part of the Universal Mind encompassing all of us. 
     John and Colette helped us each form our own spiritual beliefs.  That is a tremendous gift 
helping me develop into a much deeper person.  They showed me more than anyone else that 
what unites us as human beings is more important than any disagreements we may have with 
each other. 
     It it possible one day we might each be present at such a ceremony with everyone we ever 
knew regardless of the roles they played in our lives?  I believe so. 
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Programs and Events of the Goodenough Community 
 

Community is about adapting to change, and that has been the case with the pandemic as we have adapted 
many of our ways to connect, most of which are held on Zoom. Throughout the year we offer programs 
that help you participate in your own development, learn about relating well with others, and help you 
discover your potential for having a good time in life and with others. Information about programs and 

upcoming events can be found on our website: www.goodenough.org 
 

Human Relations Laboratory, August 7 – 13, 2022  

This intense and joyous week-long event is a communal experience 
of personal growth and relational development within a rich culture 
with art, music, dance, song, drama, and more. In 2022 we will 
celebrate 53 years! Contact: Elizabeth Jarrett-Jefferson or Kirsten 
Rohde 

 
 

The Goodenough Community’s governing body, the General 

Circle, currently meets weekly on Monday evenings,  

7 PM on Zoom. Spring Dates: Weekly in May and June. 

For additional information, contact Elizabeth Jarrett- Jefferson 
 

 

The Women’s Program is a long-
established and ever- growing way 
for women to enjoy each other’s 
company, learn about themselves 
as women, and even perhaps to 
experience the Divine Feminine. 
For more information, contact 
Hollis Ryan. 

 

The Third Age - Those age 60 and 
older have been gathering 
monthly, Friday evenings, 7 PM  
by Zoom.  
Contact Kirsten Rohde for more information.  

 

The Men’s Program - Our Men’s Circle is an expression of brotherhood and 
practice, with wisdom gathered from our own lives, other men’s work, 
advocates, and the founders of this circle. The Men’s Culture of the Goodenough 
Community will be meeting and providing leadership for a Sahale Service 
Weekend on June 10, 11 & 12. Years of experience putting up and taking down 
the big White Tent annually, and caring for each other through the process, offer 
us the experience from which to lead in this weekend. We hope to expand the 

http://www.goodenough.org/
mailto:elizabeth.ann.jarrett@gmail.com
mailto:krohde14@outlook.com
mailto:krohde14@outlook.com
mailto:elizabeth.ann.jarrett@gmail.com
mailto:elizabeth.ann.jarrett@gmail.com
mailto:hollisr@comcast.net
mailto:krohde14@outlook.com
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weekend to be more inclusive, while still offering opportunities for us to gather 
as a Men’s Circle to share our lives’ news, work and experience of working 
together on the weekend. I hope to see you there! For more information, 
contact Norm Peck 

 

Pathwork, A Program of Convocation: A Church and Ministry. 
Pathwork offers a spiritual home in which to rest and to share 
your heart and mind as you move through these unpredictable 
times. Participants come together and find support and 
encouragement, gaining wisdom from the world’s faith and 
wisdom traditions. All are welcome to join. 
Meetings are held via Zoom on alternate Sundays: 7 to 9 PM 
Contact  Brucker Brucker  for Zoom information. 
Spring Dates: 

 June 19 

 
Work and Play Parties Throughout the Year. Traditionally, the 
Goodenough Community sponsors work parties over Memorial Day 
weekend as well as other times to express gratitude for the presence of 
our beloved retreat center, Sahale, and to experience the satisfaction of 
playing and working together. This year's Memorial Day gathering will 
include a celebration of the life of Colette Hoff on Sunday, May 29.  

 

 
 
 
 

mailto:shkwavrydr@aol.com
mailto:barbara1brucker@gmail.com
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